
 
  

Ohio Schools COVID-19 Evaluation (OSCE) 
Summary Sheet for School Administration and Teachers 

What is the purpose of the Ohio Schools COVID-19 Evaluation (OSCE)? 

When someone has COVID-19, they are asked to stay home to protect others. This process is called isolation. People that have 

been close to the person with COVID-19 are also asked to stay home. These people are called close contacts and the process 

of staying home is called quarantine. A close contact for COVID-19 is usually based on being within 6 feet (or sometimes 3 feet) 

for at least 15 minutes. Even if the person with COVID-19 and the close contact are both wearing masks correctly, anyone who 

is within 6 feet for 15 minutes is considered a close contact. 

When the people involved are school children, the close contact children are asked to stay home from school. These children 

can miss a lot of school. 

The goal of the evaluation is to see if close contact children need to stay home and miss school even if both the close contacts 

and the child with COVID-19 were wearing masks correctly.  

What will happen during the Ohio Schools COVID-19 Evaluation (OSCE)? 

Student cases and close contacts will be identified in the usual way. If students are close contacts and both the case and the 

student were wearing masks properly, the close contact will be included in the OCSE. Depending on the school district, close 

contact children will either be allowed to remain in school or will quarantine at home. All close contact children will be tested 

for COVID-19 four times over 14 days. Children who quarantine at home will have to come to the school briefly for testing. 

A group of comparison children from the same grade will be tested for COVID-19 twice around the same time as the close 

contacts. In elementary schools, an additional comparison group of children in the same class will be tested. These comparison 

groups allow us to see if the rate of COVID-19 is increased in the close contact children. 

In addition to the testing program, several other steps will be taken to evaluate the risk associated with close contacts children 

remaining in school. All children undergoing testing will have a brief screen for symptoms and will have their temperature taken. 

Teachers of the cases and comparison children will be asked to complete a short survey. Parents of the cases and comparison 

children will be asked to complete a short survey. High school cases and comparison students will fill out a similar survey. 

Finally, principals will be asked a short survey about procedures in their schools. A small sample of principals, teachers, and 

parents will participate in in-depth qualitative interviews. 

How does the COVID-19 test work and how will it be given? 

The test being used is called the “BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Card”. The test is what is called an antigen test, meaning that it 

detects coronavirus proteins. The test works quickly with results in about 20 minutes. The test uses a swab specimen collected 

in the front of the nose. The person collecting the swab will be a trained health professional. The testing will be done in a 

designated space in the school 

How many school districts will be participating? 

Ten school districts are participating. These schools have over 50,000 students and at least 45 recent cases of COVID-19. 

Who is sponsoring this evaluation? 

This evaluation is a collaboration between the State of Ohio Governor’s Office, the Ohio Department of Medicaid, the Ohio 

Department of Health, the Ohio Department of Insurance, and school districts throughout the state. 

Who is managing this evaluation? 

This evaluation is being run by The Ohio State University with assistance from Wright State University, Ohio University, and the 

Post-Acute Rapid Response Team (PARRT). 

 
 


